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The Dependence of the Egyptian Public on War
Narrative Films as a Source of Information About the
October 6th War and the Preceding Period.

DR. Nesrin Mohammed Abdel Aziz

Assistant Professor , Department of Radio and Television in :international
higher institute of media, EI Shorouk Academy

:Abstract

The research problem focuses on observing and analyzing
the role of Egyptian war narrative films in documenting the events
of the October 6th War and the preceding period, which includes
the 1967 War and the War of Attrition. The study aims to
determine whether the treatment of these events in films is
constructive, providing a conscious record of the political and
social changes Egypt went through, or if it is superficial, presenting
dramatic stories of the film's heroes without delving into the
complexities and details of the war. Additionally, it investigates the
extent to which the Egyptian public relies on these films as a
source of political and military information related to this period.

This study is descriptive and qualitative, involving structured
interviews with a sample of three Egyptian military officers who
participated in or are connected to military institutions. It also
includes a qualitative analysis of phrases and dialogues from films
about the 6™ of October War and the preceding period, along with
a field study of 300 Egyptian viewers of these films.

Key findings include:

« War narrative cinema is considered a historical document of
the October 6th War and the preceding period, provided it is
based on factual information.
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o There is a resurgence of war cinema, exemplified by the
film "The Passage,"almammar" which covers the important
historical period of the setback and the War of Attrition.

o Some significant political figures involved in the October
War and the preceding period have not been adequately
represented in war narrative films.

« Important political events related to the war have not
received sufficient cinematic attention.

The study found that most of the Egyptian public in the
sample relies somewhat on October War films for information
about the war. The film "The Passage™almammar" is the most-
watched, followed by "Days of Sadat™ayam elsadat" and "The
Bullet Is Still in My Pocket." "alrosasa latazal fi gayby" The public
relies heavily on these films for understanding, guidance, and
entertainment, with significant cognitive impacts compared to other
behavioral and emotional effects. Experts and military officers
suggest increasing the production of war narrative films and
paying attention to war dramas targeted at children.

Keywords: October 6th War, war narrative cinema, War of
Attrition
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