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The Iraqi public's dependence on television talk
shows presented on news websites that deal with
the results of the Iraqi elections

Abstract

The study aimed to explore the extent to which the lIraqi
public relies on news coverage provided by talk shows on
electronic news websites regarding the lIraqgi election crisis. The
survey method was employed, and a field study was conducted on
a purposive sample of 400 individuals from the Iraqi audience who
watch talk shows on news websites. The study reached several
conclusions, including:

1. The study results showed that 57.3% of the sample consistently
follow electronic news websites, 36.8% follow them
occasionally, and 6% rarely do so. This can be attributed to the
high interest of the sample in news and their desire to stay
continuously informed about current events.

2. The results revealed a variation in the levels of reliance on
electronic news websites for obtaining information about Iraqi
political topics and events. The majority of the sample relied on
these websites to a moderate degree (53.5%), followed by a
high degree of reliance (39.3%), and a low degree of reliance
(7.2%). These findings highlight the significant role that
electronic news websites play in providing the public with
information.

3. The study results indicated the level of reliance of the sample
on following Iraqi political news and topics presented by talk
shows on electronic news websites. The majority of the sample
relied on these shows to a moderate degree (62.7%), followed
by a high degree of reliance (28.2%), while a low degree of
reliance was observed at (9%).
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4. The results highlighted the major Iraqgi political events and
issues that the study sample followed through talk shows on
electronic news websites. The top event was the monitoring of
provincial council election results, with 54.8% of the sample
following it. This was followed by the monitoring of anti-
corruption issues at 46%, and in third place was the monitoring
of political reform issues at 43.5%.

5. The study results revealed the degree of reliance of the sample
on talk shows on electronic news websites as a source of
information about the Iragi elections. About 33.5% of the
sample considered these shows a primary source of
information, while 50.2% regarded them as a secondary source.
Additionally, 16.3% of the sample found it difficult to determine
the extent of their reliance on these shows.

6. The study results indicated a statistically significant correlation
between the intensity of exposure to television talk shows on
electronic news websites and the motives for this exposure in
following political issues.

Keywords: Talk Shows, Electronic Websites, Iragi Elections
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