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Egyptian youth’s awareness of the effects of
trending topics On social networking sites during
international crises

Omnia abdelrhman ahmed abo ads

Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Mass Communication, Beni Suef
University

:Abstract

The studx sought; To monitor, analyze and interpret
Egyptian youth’s awareness of the effects of news and
popular topics (trends) on social networking sites during crises
on themselves and others, in light of the theory of third-
erson influence, and used the media survey approach and
he correlational relations approach. The study relied on a
%uestllonnalre form, which was applied to a sample. of
gyptian ¥outh (400 individuals). The study concluded with a
number of results, which can be summarized as follows-:

~ Facebook came at the forefront of the social networkin
sites used by respondents during crises, followed in secon
[Ia_lace by WhatsApp, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, YouTube, and

elegram in seventh place, and Snapchat in last place.

It was also shown that there is a statistically significant
relationship between the rate of exposure of Egyptian youth
to social networking sites, and their level of awareness (Self -
friends, relatives - others) of popular issues and topics during
crises. There is also a statistically significant relationship
between Egyptian youth’s perception of the influence of the
third person, according to their demographic characteristics
(gender - level of education - economic level - age), and the
extent of their support for imposing censorship on social
networking sites.

Keywords: Third person effect — Crises — trend - Social media
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