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The Egyptian Academic Elite's Vision of Active
Citizenship in the New Republic: A Qualitative Study

Dr. Maysa Hamdy Zaki
Lecturer of Public Relations and Advertising, Media Department, Faculty of Arts,
Mansoura University

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the Egyptian academic elite's
vision of active citizenship within the context of Egypt's ongoing
transformation under the "New Republic." The study employed a
qualitative approach, collecting data through semi-structured in-
depth interviews with 38 faculty members from public, private, and
Al-Azhar universities representing diverse academic disciplines.
Thematic analysis was used to analyze the collected data.

The study's findings revealed a complex and sophisticated elite
discourse regarding the characteristics of the New Republic. This
discourse transcended the political connotations associated with
establishing a new system of governance, encompassing
intertwined economic, social, cultural, technological, and
intellectual dimensions. At the forefront was the notion of renewing
Egyptian identity, primarily achieved through emphasizing
investment in citizens and human development by promoting
social advancement and elevating the concept of citizenship as
cornerstones of the New Republic.

Drawing on an evolved understanding of active citizenship as
practices shaped and developed through the dynamic interplay
between elements of practice (discourse, actors, resources, rules)
within evolving political and social contexts, the findings revealed a
shift in the academic elite's vision of active citizenship. This shift
moved from obedience to partnership, from reception to
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production, and from isolation to connection, reflecting the
aspirations and challenges of the New Republic.

The insights shared by the academic elite highlighted several
challenges hindering active citizenship. These included
organizational and structural obstacles, social and cultural
challenges, and complexities and risks associated with the media
and digital environment.

To address these challenges and achieve the aspired vision
of the New Republic, the academic elite offered valuable insights
for policymakers in Egypt. These insights advocated for
developing effective strategies to promote active citizenship,
requiring a qualitative leap in the methods, styles, and strategies
of communication and interaction between political leadership,
government institutions, and citizens towards a model of genuine
partnership and collaboration.

Keywords: Active Citizenship, New Republic, Practice Theory,
Public Sphere
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