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Frameworks of the American newspapers’ treatment
of the Saudi-Russian rapprochement on energy
iIssues and its reflection on Saudi-American
relations(*)

Dr. Hebshi Thayed Alshammari
Dr. Ibrahim AIMuhanna Chair for Energy Media and Specialized Media

Abstract:

This study investigates the framing mechanisms adopted by
major American newspapers in their coverage of the Saudi-
Russian rapprochement in energy affairs and its implications for
Saudi-American relations. The researcher employs a descriptive
methodology utilizing content analysis through a comprehensive
survey of journalistic content published in four leading U.S.
newspapers between July 7, 2022, and January 2, 2023. The
analyzed corpus comprised 305 articles, distributed as follows:
117 from The New York Times, 141 from The Wall Street Journal,
22 from The Washington Post, and 25 from the Los Angeles
Times.

The findings demonstrated comparable levels of attention
between The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal
regarding diplomatic aspects of Saudi-American relations, in
contrast to limited coverage in The Washington Post and Los
Angeles Times. In terms of economic dimensions of Saudi-
American relations, The Wall Street Journal maintained primary
coverage, followed by The New York Times. In energy-sector
reporting, The Wall Street Journal exhibited the highest frequency
of coverage, while the Los Angeles Times showed minimal
engagement. On security matters, The Washington Post emerged

“ This study is fully financially supported by Dr. Ibrahim AlMuhanna Chair for
Energy Media and Specialized Media.
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as the leading voice, publishing multiple articles suggesting
the potential utilization of security files as leverage to pressure
Saudi Arabia regarding U.S. arms deals.

The Wall Street Journal devoted substantially more coverage
to Saudi-Russian energy cooperation compared to other
publications, with extensive focus on diplomatic, military, and
security collaboration between the two nations. The Washington
Post uniquely addressed the future trajectory of Saudi-American
relations through two contrasting perspectives: one positing the
likelihood of relationship restoration driven by Russian unreliability
and the failure of Saudi-Russian cooperation, while the other
emphasized the intricate and irreplaceable nature of U.S.-Saudi
relations. Significantly, the analysis revealed a complete absence
of coverage or analysis regarding the political or strategic future of
Saudi-Russian relations across all examined publications.

Keywords: American newspapers, energy issues, Saudi Arabia,
Russia, United States of America.
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