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Gender in visual sports media
An analytical approach in light of News Factors
Theory

Dr. Mahmoud Mohamed Zaky
Abstract

The study examined gender representation in televised sports
media, focusing on potential gender bias in the coverage of men’s and
women’s sports and assessing how news factors influence coverage
balance. Using content analysis on a sample of live sports programs
aired on ONTime Sports and Nile Sports over three consecutive months,
the study analyzed 564 episodes.

Findings reveal a significant disparity in airtime between men’s and
women’s sports, with coverage of men’s sports exceeding 90% of total
programming across the channels studied. However, this quantitative
imbalance did not extend to content bias: positive and negative
attributes were similarly distributed between men’s and women’s sports.
Notably, coverage of women’s sports emphasized performance
attributes over physical appearance, in contrast to the focus on
appearance in men’s sports coverage. The study also concluded that
news factors, aligned with the sports industry’s demands, play a pivotal
role in directing televised sports coverage.

KeyWords: Gender, News factors, TV coverage, Sport channels, Men's'
sports, Women's sports.
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