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The Correlation between Egyptian Women's
Exposure to Podcasts and their Awarenees of
Societal Issuese

Dr. Eman Helmy Ali Salama
Abstract

This study sought to assess the exposure rate of Egyptian
women to podcasts and the most significant societal issues that
they follow through these podcasts as well as the impact of this
content on their level of awareness of societal issues. It also
endeavored to explore the extent to which Egyptian women
depend on podcasts as sources of information about societal
issues and the cognitive, emotional and behavioral effects
resulting from their dependency.

The study relied on the theory of Media Dependency and the
theory of Media Richness in constructing its theoretical framework
and hypotheses. Following the media survey approach, the study
data were collected through a questionnaire form that was applied
to an intentional sample of 409 Egyptian women podcast followers
that belong to different age groups, from 18 years to 50 years or
more.

The results of the study revealed that the exposure rate to
podcasts was “average,” and that the most privileged content that
the respondents preferred to follow was “religious,” followed by
“social,” and then “cultural”. Further, “providing listeners with new
information that helps understand society” comes in the first place
as the principal motivation for following podcasts among
participants, which indicates the importance of podcasting as a
source of information in providing knowledge to the public in a
quick and accessible manner that falls in line the nature of the
current era.
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The results also showed that reliance on radio podcasts as a
source of information about societal issues came in first place to a
moderate degree, and that the most important podcast through
which the respondents follow societal issues is “Al-Daheh
Podcast,” followed by “Finjan Podcast,” followed by “Waai
Podcast”, followed by “Zatmasr Podcast”. Moreover, the most
crucial societal issues that the participants are exposed to through
these podcasts are ordered as following: “religious tolerance,”
“floating the pound,” “availability of health care,” “Mental health,”
and “class density”. Lastly, the results of the hypotheses
demonstrated that there is a statistically significant correlation
between the rate of exposure of sample members to podcast radio
and the level of awareness of societal issues.

Keywords: Egyptian women - podcasts - societal issues.
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