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Motivations for the Saudi Audience’s Exposure to
Podcasts and the Gratifications Achieved from Them:
A Survey Study of Sample Followers Podcast Eight

Soha Mustafa Al-Rifai
Dr. Maria Zuhair Hamdan

Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the motivations for Saudi
audiences' exposure to podcast “eight" and the resulting
satisfactions. Employing a media survey methodology, the study
sought to gather, classify, analyze, interpret, and generalize data
through the collection and analysis of 103 questionnaires distributed
among followers of eight podcasts in Saudi Arabia. Among the
study's key findings is the prevalence of utilitarian motivations over
ritualistic ones for exposure. The research also revealed a statistically
significant correlation between the level of podcast exposure and the
motivations of the audience towards the content presented, indicating
that increased exposure correlates with heightened motivations
associated with it. Additionally, the study identified a statistically
significant correlation between exposure levels and the satisfaction of
users with the podcast platform, suggesting a relative relationship
between the two variables, which may intensify as podcast
audiences' exposure increases, leading to increased satisfaction
derived from this exposure. This finding aligns with the Uses and
Gratifications Theory, suggesting that media audiences are active
and engage with various media to satisfy their needs and achieve
their goals. Furthermore, the study found that most of the sample
participants perceive Podcast "Eight" as assisting them in expanding
their cultural and knowledge horizons and building new relationships
with other followers who share similar interests. The study
recommends continuously listening to audience feedback and
evaluating podcast content performance, adjusting, and improving it
accordingly to better meet audience needs.

Keywords: Podcasts - Internet radio - Exposure - Satisfaction -
Digital content.
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